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five years. The Seljuk dynasty had expired, and the dis-
tance of the Moghul Khans freed him from the control of a
superior, while a political mistake of the Greek Emperors un-
locked to him the passes of Mount Olympus. Instead of re-
treating after an inroad, like former marauders, he maintained
the most defensible posts, and kept and fortified the towns he
.. had pillaged. We may date the Ottoman empire from the con-
quest of Brusa by his son Orchan, whose services to the Greek
Emperor were rewarded by the hand of his daughter. It was
A.D. reserved for his grandson Amurath to establish himself in Eu-
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to rope. Pie made Adrianople his capital, postponing the easy
1389. conquest of Constantino's new Rome. He marched against the
Slavonians, who had taken possession of Thrace, and greatly
advanced his power by the formation of a company of Yengi
Sheri (Janissaries), or the new soldiers, consisting of cap-
tive Christian youths, who, like the Praetorian guards, and the
mercenary attendants of other absolute sovereigns, ended in
tyrannizing over their nominal masters, till they were butchered
in cold blood, in our own days, by the late reforming Sultan.
The humble title of Emir was no longer suitable to Ottoman
power, and his son Bajazet accepted the distinction of Sultan
from the Khalif of Egypt. He overran Hungary, and threat-
ened Constantinople; but this last .retreat of the Christian
Emperors was saved unexpectedly by a second invasion of
Moghuls, led by Tamerlane, whose ambition could not brook
an equal, and whose defeat and capture of Bajazet delayed,
for a short season, the fall of Constantinople.* <c I am not a
man of blood," said the invader, so mild in words, so savage in
deeds, to the Kadhi of Aleppo. Yet during this very conver-
sation there was a massacre in the streets; and it was his
custom, as at Bagdad, to mark the fall of a city by a pyramid
of human heads! Unlike the Pagan Zingis, he professed the
Mohammedan creed. His letter to the Turkish Sultan was
overbearing. " Thou hast fought some battles in the woods of
Anatolia: contemptible trophies! Thou hast obtained some
victories over the Christians of Europe. Thy sword was
blessed by the Apostle of God, and thy obedience to the